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COMING EMANCIPATION
Dy CONRAD NALWIGREK

THE

The sound of strife. the roar of distant battle,
The tramp of feet now fall upon the air;
The clnsh of sword, the musketry's shinrp rattle,
Oh ! what s 1t, that makes some men despaar ?
It tmeans for every nation,
The slave's emnancipation,
From drudger v, from poverty's griun chiem,
It meaus that slaves shall soon be men agam,

Oh! what 13 1t that makes the rich to tremble,
Aud fill their minds with angwish and with fear;
And with eu h otrer earnestly qu{m} e
Ax sounds of warfwre fnll vpon each eur
[t micans tho day s hreakimer,
Aund Manhood 1s avalimg,
[F'rom ACTV It e, Tron huneer's f._;l‘ii”xnllﬂ ]‘ritilr,
It means that Slaves shudi DL RETaL

Hark ! Haxk the shout that sets the air in motion,
Ton milthon voices s with one accord
Oh ! what 15 1t thiat canses sucli commotion
Why sheathed for eviria the gory swor,?
It means the Revolution
Hay found the great soluton,
How peace and love awan on carth .L..lm]l relon
[t mneany that sfaves shall yoon be men again,

TR | lJl_‘

Then join your b .,mfh ve workers of each nation,
Let ** Brotherhood vour motto ever be,
Then altered soon rhalt be the situation
And jov shall be where once reizned misery,
Then ¢gird your lowus, ye toilers,
To fight your old despuiters,
Who long enough hiave kept you i thew ehsin,
Who wish that slaves for ¢’er you may remain.
Then hutl the day when snapped shall b the ehain
Aud vloven be freed, and evor free remann.
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MY UNCLE BENJAMIN.

By CLAUD TiLLIER.

For, noto this, pavety ol nq Immm company with
servitide,  TL s a Dlocsime that (3 tod, the freat maker
of('!:f‘nnp:‘*ns:-af. ons has eresy wl ~}m{ 1:1] [y fur those who
becore dependent Hpon o nester, or fall under the
hara tmnl heavy hind of poverty. This blessine he has
civen them to console thom for thetr miseries, just as
he has made cortain oo to crow hetween the DiLve-
ments thot we tread under foect, cortaom birds to
kine on the old towers, and the lwm[lml verdure of the
1vVy to HH]”H PO S rIMacing rijns,

BESNA

Crarety fhies, ke the swallow, above {he splendid
rools nf e ”nwt [t stops i the school vards at the
cates of harracks on the monldy aooines of (TTSOTLS,
IL resfs ke a }w-rmilﬂ'ul butterily on the pen of thoe

school-hov seraaiime 11
the canteen witly

L hiob nolbs ot
Ad never does 1t

]1 (s (4 .}] s oy, }l{

1“‘ H]!] IE'_Il'r*J:i't"“f'r'.w ‘

tine 8o fond - provided they ot 1t sine as Letween
Lire fl'n'}{ watlls thet condiee the ottt o

] O L BIE J ;Jl'f_“,' b Ll Hoaal CE STIRENTT [-'tii}(?.
| lm\'v l-"u.t}l poor coaore the poorest. Well, T thund
pl:l:u«‘:zru oSy o forinen owill not bhend andery
vour hand ;o Dl eat v haod oo ot as Drotidly e Lho
3. : l..] a .1
dictalonr 1 oaby st oo ot Ay [ will woerar NV pPoy
(‘}t‘ﬁ S )\“f‘*:kw S R {'f li;f'i“fltl inI'T}\l'le !I*H"i L Yol
Lhe, and strthe gaoq91 0 1 L SWO T N O e s
withe saveastog s ol e e the tree Urid blooinsg wlile
Ultﬂ\* LMy BRodEd 1 ] A A J;]: I}It* {*f*l.lillfl ‘».‘Jilw%l'
pictal ool shines o the san while the I YWRIEIREITY,
al IFH }-'l | "

Dear rivoloas Tae e 1id L T b planctton, |
Can buvtiish v ot ol rrste Fresgse oy g

f i)

man of Constit atron e Lol Py mtiche
qmt( tli Conrfrary,

tle 1s hvpoeritio 1 avarieiomes, nd profoundiv oot g
whatover qm*mnm Hh‘i].«:- bt dtese, hs baow mires b

8 uruvwor fuil of big pennios

B D e B i AR, W e R ey IR ol e v Sl R W p e s, s Pl ST ot ey @ TR

—— — - —— —

Sl I R e M S — Gy . e

Fle 1 preteationgs
cioils the confectioner H,. g rhBour,
f}‘it*nﬂ, and the eond v g i.‘-_-._hr Lae crageer to o,
the assurance of 1 oris ) ied H R
which he has th onr to be, ote. ofe

The man tllf‘ the cotat! R l' )¢ r/erf hasg o ]” 11114 {'
wishime to disty I"ll'*-«}l himsell from the peop! o
|

tuther wears a blue cofton hlo Lt fultl thie son) 298 }‘]'
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cloak. To the o of the Cattonad regin, 1l
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show. 1le Lives on bread and wit , b ispense s W
five 10 winter and bheor e summner, e order to e *'1

coal made of fine elotha casbinere waisteoat, un) vell
g_’:lt}‘a.'{‘n;_ \‘\("}](‘[1 Ot e 1'{‘;’;111'11 ity dH Iy USRS tmuw b i
recards himself as ;_,:'rf*:ii. H

}{(' i” H‘i”] (11 1 <1 |1t"- htH S 110t 110 uf } ['1” v
Iﬂ.‘l”} .ziliJU(] ]lf‘ K1ios S Hf}f K‘»l!l SSSIR S %]Ht ht” LV O 111
one gesture more violent than fumtlu o He =iy
proper Iy ““How do }ml (1(11 Sir ; " how d0 Y Ou ,i{;
Madam.”  That 1s good behavior; now, what 15 g ood
behavior? A lying varnish spread 11[)()n & bit of \’wu'l
to make 1t pass for a cane. We so behave before s
ladies. Very well; but, before God, how must we 1.
hiave ?

te 1s pedintie, he makes up for the wit that he 1y
not by the purism of his language, as a good h{m:w,:,-m.,
makes up for the furniture which she lacks by ordior and
cleanhness.

He 1s always observant of the proprieties. 10 1
attends a banguet, he s silent and preoccupied, he
swillows a cork for a prece ot bread, and uses the crewn
for the melted butter.  He waits tid a toast 18 proposed
before he drinks.  He always has a newspaper i hig
pockets, he talks only ot commercial treatics and ruil-
way lines, and laughs only m the Chamber of Deputics,

But, at the period to which L take you back,
customs ot the little towns were not yet glossed with
cleoance ; they were full of charmmg negiigence and most
stiplhieity. The characternistic of that bappy
unconcern.  All these men, ships or waluut-
wbindoned themselves with closed eyes to the
cirent of hife, without troubling themselves as to where
it would land tlwm.

The bourseor, were not oflice-seekers; they were not
maserty ; they hived at home 1 joyous abundance, and
Spetit tln i incomes to the last pound. The merc 1n At
few 1 muwmber then, grew nich slowly, withont dmmmfr
themselves exclusively to busmess, and solely by tlm
torce of thimes the liborers worked, 11()t bO aniass savines
but to muhe both ends meet.  'The v had not at then
beels that termble competition which presses us, wnd
cries to us meessantly; “O0nt On!” Consequently
they took ther ease; they had supported thewr fathors,
and, when they were old, thenr children i turn would
support thetn.

Sich was the ;mnu{mmn-ut. of this society to merry-

T"r i -]'1}'

aoreeable
Wi

Qe

Sirells,

vithine that atl the iwyers and even the ‘jndw-%‘ weelit
Lo the wine shiop, i there }mhh(l” took part m orgie.
Far b fearnie fest this meht be known, they v HH”

their wivs upon the branches of
and small alihe,

Ly o lllllil’_.{

Al these people, “‘]‘t‘::l

\“[hzzrff\'
Fhic tav et hu-ty,

N t‘liit'ti Lo j]LL\(‘ 11() (ll}lt I l‘lll Yad L “l 111 T annist H]t‘!‘.;*
celves ) they exercised there meennity onlv g plaavie
MRS 'itilmt"{*f 11} CoNneee ity SONte {j’(.md FIHI_\ 1 hose
\\iiu RITEAS \1'1{! Wl Illfﬂlf'liti {}1’ tf.\;}'rt,*llth}i:_,;‘ it .1111'1;111”-,

C o etedd 10 dnerrnnelt,

The wbiors, and there were muny of them. crept ot o
o o v Sef T { O [:!“ 111, ’fiiiill*,t'{%ti“"x SRl GRS
l R l R }"i (e s \\‘LU e N I {H le'[ 'f"' 4}]t‘[l' [‘Iu’t B R
() iE* O Welte thielr 1y 5 Il (] t"\l UHHH‘TH
Ubovs Bane b wo By watty (1'11*'ln ol the neyg bt ors
biattaesd 1o 4l wir share of the s-:hu\\‘" The poelice

clsbies of foday wonld proseenta sueh e ot
ULiey ol Uiilﬁ‘ifhh of tiael ting *-ElJt}}'t;(l thiuse L a4 > 4 WU
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FeunUaRy, 1804,

scenes as well as anybody, and often took part i them.

\[voorandiather was a summons-server : my orand-
mother was a httle woman whom they rr]n‘u:u-iw;l wit h
qot bemne able to sees when she went to ehureh. whether
the holvowater basm was full. She has renaned in my
memory ke a hittle gl of sixty. When she had been
marvied sixovears, she had five children, some boyvs and
come cirls 5 they all ived upon my grandtather’s miser-
ahle fees, and cot along marvellously well,  The seven
of them dimed off three herrmes, hut they had plenty of
bread and wine, for my erandfather had aovineyvard whicl
was an mmexhanstible source of white wine., A these
children were ntilized by my gcrandmother, accordimge to

thoir ace and streneth, The eldest, who was mv tathor
was natined Ceaspard ; he washed the dishes and went to
the buteher’s shop, there was no poodle m the town

etter tamed than he ;) the second swept the room ; the
third held the fourth m ns arms, and the fifth rocked
i 1ts eradle.  Meantime my grandmother was at echureh
or talkimg with her neighbours. Al went well, however
they succeceded m reachmg the end of the year without
cetting mto debt. The boys were strong, the virls were
not 1ll, and the father and mother were happy.

To be continued

Zola and Anarchism.

It 18 impossible to stop the ricig tide of Anarchist
1deas.

= -

Disrespect for a Superior Race.

A cabby nearly runs over two guardians of the peace
standimg on the boulevard.
“ Did you see that ? 77 says one of the guardians. A

R

little more, and he would have erushed us like people!

—

AN ANARCHIST ON ANARCHY.
By ELISEE RECLUS.

Governments at least tadlk not to the poor about fraternity ; they do
not torment them with so sorry 9 jest. 1t 1s true that in some coun-
tries the jargon of courts compares the sovereign to a father whose
subjects are lus eluldren, and upon whom he pours the mexhaustible
dews of Liis love ; but hus formula, which the hungry migcht abuse by
askine for bread, 1s no longer taken seriously. Ho long as Govern-
ments were looked upon as direct representaives of a heavenly Sove-
rcien, holding their powers by the grace of God, the comparison was
Jeoitimate ; but there are very few now that make any claim to this
quasi-civinity.  Shorn of the sanctious of rehigion, they no longer
hold themselves answerahle for the general weal, contenting thew-
sclves 'stead with pronnsme good admmstration, nnpartial justice,
and strict economy m the admmstration of public afinnrs.

Let hastory tell how these promses have been kept.  Nobody can
study contemporary polities without being struck by the truth of the
words attribuated ahlke to Oxenstierna and Lord Chesterfield : ¢ Go,
my son, and see with how hittle wisdom the world 1s governed ™ It
1> now a matter of common knowledee that power, whether its nature be
wonarchie, aristoeratic or demoeratic, whether 1t be based on the right
of the sword, of mberitanee, or of clection, 18 wielded by men neither
be tter nor worse than therr fellows, but whose position exposes them
to preater temptations to do evil.  Raised above the crowd, whom
they soon learn to despise, they end by considermg themselves essent-
wlly superior beings; solicited by ambition m a thousand forms, by
vamty, vreed, and caprice, they are all the more easily corrupted that
a rubble of interested flattercrs is ever on the wateh to profit by their
vices,  And possessine as they do a preponderant mtluence mo all
thinos, holding the powerful lever whereby 1s moved the nnmense
meelnsim of the State - — functionaries, wlniwrr:, w1 }Hllli‘i.i — DVELY
one of their oversiehts, their faults or their erunes repeats itselt tomtinty
and waomfies as 1o rrows. It is only too true : a it of rapatience 1n
a Sovercien, a crooked look, an equivocal word, may plunge nations
mto monrmne and be franght with disaster for mankid., Fnghsh
rt'n{]r]'h:' la}'unf_;]][) 11}} 1o A ]{111)\\'1("1{;_{{% {}f “lhllclll ltn't*, Wil.l I‘L‘Illf‘!lh{*l‘ [llt}
slitkine parable of the trees who wanted a king.” The peaceful trees
ad the BLEOI T, those who love work and whorm man blesses ; the olive
Uit 1nakies oil, the fig-tree that grows good trut, the vine thut produces
cwlieh eleerethh God and man, " refuse to rergn; the branble
<. nnd of that noxious briar 18 born the flame wlieh devours the
" [.ebanon. |
it CposItaries of power who are clrﬂr;_‘_":ml. _th'”l*"l' 1?‘}’ I‘li-flltf
v e or wiisersid sutfraee, with the angust mission of dispensing
istice, can they be cousidered as 1 any way more mfallible, or even
iy llhln{ud“l /

I.1 Bt
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canat be said that the laws and their interpreters show towards all
men the 1deal Ei]llit}' as 1t exists 1 the ]mpular cnm‘nq‘rtiml‘.’ Are the
ltdees blind when there come before them ti:e wealthy and the poor—
Shyvloek, with Ins murderons knife, and the unfortunate who has sold
beforehand pounds of Tas flesh or ounces of his blood 2 Hold they
always even seales between the king’s son and the beggai’s brat?
That these maaistrates should firmly believe in their own impartiahity
and think themselves inecarnate right in human shape, 15 quite nataral
every one puts on — sometimes without knowing 1t — the peculinr
morality of Ins ealling | yet judges, no more than priests, ean withstand
the intluence of thewr surronndings. Their sense of what counstitutes
justice, derived trom the average opinion of the age, 18 msensibly
modified by the prejudices of their elass. How honest soevar they
may be, they cannot forget that they belong to the rich and powerful,
or to those, less fortunate, who are still on the fook ont for preferment
and honor.  They are morcover blindly attached to precedent, and
taney  that practices inhented from thewr forernnners must needs  be
right.  Yet when we exnmime ofhicialjustice  withont preyndice, how
many miguities do we find in legal procedures!  Thus the Loghish
nre scandalized —— and nightly so - by the Freneh fasluon of exaunning
prisoners  those sacred bemmgs who i striet probity oweht to be held
mnocent until they are proved gwilty: winle the French are disonsted,
and not without reason, to see Iinehsh justice, throngh the Fnghsh
Government, publicly encourage treachery by offers of oty and
money to the betrayer, thereby deepenine the degralation ot the
debased and provoking acts of shameful meanness whieh elalbrenn
their sehools, more moral than their elders, recard with nnfoionel
horror.

Nevertheless law, like relizion, plays only a sccondnry part n
contemporary society.  Itisimvoked but rarvely to regnlate the relbitions
between the poor and the rich, the powerful and the wenk.  These
relations are the outcome of ccononmne laws and the evolution of a
soctal system based on the equulity of condition-,

Lassez forre U et thimes snlone ! have siad the juteos of the caanp,
Careers are open ; and although the held s covered with
althoneh the conqueror stamps on the bodies of the  vanpshed,
nlthoueh by supply and demand, and the combmntions nond monopohies
in which they result, the greater part of society becomes eunslaved to
the few, let things alone — for thus has decrced fmar plav. 1t s by
virtue of this beautiful system that a parvenu, without spenking of the
ereat lord who receives counties as his herttage, 18 able to congner
with ready money thousands of acres, expel those who cudtivate iy
domain, and replace men and their dweithngs with wild animals and
rare trees. It is thus that a tradesman, more cunning or wntelhgent,

or, perhaps, more favored by luck than ks fellows, 18 enabled to
hecome master of an ariny ol Wm'lwl'h‘, and as often as not to starve

them at his pleasure.  In a word, commercinl competition, under the
paternal segis of the law, lets the great majori'y of merchants — the
fact 1s attested by numberless medical mquests—adulterate provisions
and drink, sell pernicious substances as wholesome food, and kill by
slow poisoning, without for one day neglecting their religious duties,
their brothers in Jesus Christ.  Let people sny what they will slavery,
which abolitionists strove so gallantly to extirpate in Ameriea, prevails
in another form i every caivihized conntry; for entire populations,
placed between the alternatives of death by starvation and toils which
they detest, are constrained to use the latter.  And if we would deal
frankly with the barbarous society to winch we belong, we must acknow-
ledge that murder, albeit disguised under a thousand msidious and
scientific forms, still, as i the times of prinntive savagery, terminates
the majority of lives.  The economist sees around him but one field of
carnace, and with the coldness of the statistician he counts the slain as
on the evening after a great battle.  Judge by these figures. The
mean mortality among the well to-do 18, at the utmost, one in sixty.
Now the population of Furope being a third of a thousand mlhons, the
averare deaths, according to the rate of mortality among the fortunate,
should not exceed five unlhions,  They are three times five milhions |
W hat have we done with these ten mnlhion human bemnes killed beforo
their time 2 If 1t be true that we have duties, one towards the other,
are we not responsible for the gervitude, the cold, the hunger, the
miseries of every sort, which doom the unfortunate to untunely deaths ?

Race of Cains, what have we done with our brothers ?
I’.r

|

COrpyes,

Lrer o -"HHHHF'I,

The Rule of the Fight A Fable.

Now it so happened that it came to pass that His
'xcelleney the State became exceedimyg wroth against,
s Insionficancey the Individual. So ot happened
that he did therefore challenge the sad Tnsignitheancy
Cto do mortal combat with b

So they met ;o and Ths Tosigntticancy did then and
there thirow a small round object, whieh was also black,
at His Foxcelleney, hurting hun greatly s with exceeding
pain, whereupon he exclanmed megreat anger:

& \\'I'{'l('h, brite VOt ln*t‘l‘--(ll'illla!ll; bomb-thrower

VOll - ~do you nof know Are Vol Hot aware - - that
the rule of thhe fiorhit s that only T do the strkimge?”

\\‘}lt'lt*lllltlll }it* lll'ii{'i‘{*flt‘{i L O t‘.\ilﬂl;j)lih}) Hh Inhjgnjﬁ_
caney the Individaal. Gleorge orrest.
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HAVE YOU NOT HEARD HOW IT HAS GONE WITH MANY A CAUSE JEFORE NOW:
FIRST, FEW MEN HERED IT, NEXT, MOST MEN CONTEMN iT; LASTLY., ALl
MENACCEPTIT AND THE CAUSE IS WON!

vAnarchist-Communisim, is the union of the two fundamental tendencies of our society, a
tendency towards economic equality and a tendency towards political hiberty "' Kropotkin.

“LIBERTY s ajouwrnal of Anarchist-Communisim but articles on all phases of the Revolu.
tionary movement will be freely admitted, provided they are worded in suitable language, No
contributions should exceed one column in length, The writer over whose signature the article
appears is alone responsible for the opinions expressed, and the Editer inall matters reserves to
himself the fullest right to reject any article.

We would ask our contributors, to write plainly and on one side of the paper only.

All Communications shonld be addressed, — The Lditor, Liberty, 7 Beadon Road, Hammer-
smith W.

Subscription, 1s. 6d. per year, post free
supplied by W. Reeves, 185, Fleet Street, E.C.

Per quire of 27 coples, 1s. 7d. post free. The trade

To Correspondents.

* % The length of Comrade Morris’s article i1s our excuse for the
non-appearance of “ Mammon,” by G. F. Watts, R.A., and ‘“ Social
Contrasts,” by R. Catterson Smith. These will, however, be in the

March No.

A. HorLmes, Walthamstow.,—Liabour notes unavoidably crowded out.
We look forward for your article.

G. K. Conrap Naewiorr, Hull.—Accept our thanks for pamphlets, pro-
ceeds shall go to push ¢ Liberty.”  Your article will appear soon.

A. Gorrie, Leicester.-—~Your wiches for the success of *‘ Liserry ” and
fraternal greeting help us to combat the dithiculties we have to

contend with.
T. Samreson, Brighton.—January Number 18 ont of print.
J. Presserc.- -We regret Jecture list arrived too late for this issue.

D. J. NicoLr.

Your report arrived too late.

LIBIERTY. |
LONDON, FEBRUARY, 1894.
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Between QOurselves.

)~ -

Is 1t true that the lxecutive of the S. D. 19, hLave
passed a resolution “‘ requesting themr members not to
discuss with Anarchists 1 future 7?7 It so, 1s 1t or
15 1t not sectaran !

John Burns, Socialist and Democrat, now one of the
strongest supporters of those good friends of the workers,
the present Laberal Government, has found time to deal
out his share of abuse on the Anarchists.  1n his New
Year's address he said, ““the leaders are men of dreams,

LIBERT Y .

completely out of touch with the working classes, and
their tools were the mentally doficrient and the morally
debased ; the whole movement was a mere phase of
crinmnahity .

—— e

Well, it s all very easy talk. Ttas not so very long
aco, though, simce John Burns himselt was a mere
crimmal.  Then however he was not the hon. member
for Battersea nor the hon. friend of Mr. Gladstone.
Now timmes have chanced, and @ honest John” has
chanced with them.

The newspapers are giving sonie mteresting notrees
of one of our noblest, and least understood, comrades,
[ouwrse Michel,  An article moa recent assue of The
Sun, and o character sketeh by Severme i the HWeekly
Lomes and Foelo, will gooa long way to enhghten the
public as to the real character of our courageous ard |
untirime comrvade, Louse Michel, '

P EBRUARY, 1894
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The Trade Returns for the past yvewr again show g

LA ‘1 : r b ! i .
oredt ffllllbn,_; off.  England no longer controls e
markets of the world.  Countries we hive cxploited fuf
years are now competing with us.  Centralization Of
r})‘I‘()(lll(*tl()ll, ll%m (__‘\'t'l‘ytll.lllg_{ clse, cannot  last for evor
'he decentralization which has set in cannot be
Our master's profit-mongering iy breakime
want of customers. '

stopped,
(1-{.}\‘(111 f‘()['

| Mtl_m_; Josephine Butler is of opmion that the troubes
i Sieily are not the result of Anarchist teachipe Or
X » ' F oo M g

mterference, nor have t,lwy any direct, political bearip e
Iy g L 5 1 ‘ b T RN _ ak
| lle_ cause of all the trouble; she says,) is stnple bt
tl‘il._;_‘;lftﬂlt 1S ]lllllg(“l‘, starvation.  Miss Butler heard
this m the house of a senator in Rome, from the lips
of a dirceilian deputy.

The Fate of the Shareholder.

Recent manifestations of Anarchist activity, strike dismay into the
hearts of rallway and other sharcholders. During the past few
months the * Railway Times” has had numerons paragraphs and
notes showing concern at the alarming spread of revolutionary doe-
trines, while 1ts 18sne of January 13 expresses nervousness lest Foo.
land should be on the verge of some great mishap. ’

On October 28th last, the above representative organ of ratlway
shareholders 10 England, expressed the opinion that ¢ Railway share-
holders need look for nothing better than a short shrift and a sure
cord, 1f the the Socialists ever come into power in this country”; while
a few weeks before (Sept. 80th) 1t pictured Myr. Scotter, manacer of
the 5. W .R.. being ““ broken on thie wheel” by the revolutionary party,

(Our contemporary, the “ Railway Times "', in  the above cases, ab-
surdly exaggerates the ferocity of Anarchists and Socialists.

It must not be supposed that after the Revolution, shareholders.
lawyers, legislators, or other eriminals will be exeented indiseriminately.
They will certainly have to do useful work, aud perhaps some will
become good eitizens.  The fate predicted by the  Ratlway Times " is
not hikely to oceur after the abolition of Monopoly and Government.

— === - il = o e

INTERNATIONAL NOTES.
ol

® <

Italy is in revolt, the people furiously rising up to protest against
the taxes, against a Government which has lost all hope of remaining
in offica,  The Itahhan GGovernment having no longer any moral force,
18 endeavouring by violence to repress and suffocate the efforts of a
country weary of «nduring misery of the most cruel kind.  The
prisons are crowded with msurgents and persons suspected by the
Government. Blood 18 being shed everywhere, while the dead, and
wounded by hundreds, are a sonrce of disquietude to the whole country
as to what the morrow may bring forth. Ivery province 1s agitated.
The Government knows not what to be at to preveut the insurrectionary
movement becoming general. Sicily has already been deelared m a
state of stege, 80,000 soldiers being 1n that island, spreading dismay
and death in every part of 1t. At Masse, too, a state of siege has been
declared. Pisa, Iaverno, and other localities in Tuseany will shortly
ind themselves i the same condition.  Banls of armed mea have
gucceeded in reaching the mountains, where they wage furions conthets
with the military.  The Mipister of War, too, has been obliged to call
nupon the soldiers specially retained for the defence of the Alps, to
pursue the insurgents,  Work 1s at o complete standstill everywhere,
commerce and mdustry in their death agony vesterday, have been
killed outright by the insurrections of to-day. Commercial failures
are no longer noticed, the shops put up their shutters in the evening
the same as they took them down m the morming, without domg a sot
of business all day.  T'he question 15 not a political one, but 15 plmn]}’
cconomic, It ts therefore no Jonger a question of mulking moral con-
cossions, bnt material ones 1 order to render easy the hife of a whole
people, now plunged i the most abject nusery and wretchedness.

X - .

In the Rewhstae, Herr Sineer, Sozcialist, condemned the action of
the police i maumtaiming relations with Anachists and (iuwmm.(int
spres, and mstanced the case of a journalist who, e sitd. was the st
to reveal 1 the press the Anarvchist nature of the recent attempt upoll
(HHHHL VOl (El[}l'l'\'l‘h‘ ]lft‘. Herr Hill;,:e-!‘ ]1]';11‘1-r{11-11 to state [llitl _Wl“ﬂf”
Herr von Putthamer was Minister of the Interior the jonrnadist l't'h'l'l‘li{?
to acted as political agent of the Berlin police m London, it salary
of 450 marks a month. YWhile ther he }H'U{'lil‘ul Ld i ssion Lo 1111‘
Anarchist society, which, however eventually expelled [t Wi“f
the sine individual who brought the Anarchist Neve to !‘H'!l:ll i*:t-'”“”* *-r’
He was now to be seen i_lllil_\' 111 the l‘i?lm[‘h*r:ﬁ‘ ;._{1[”1‘1'}' of the lu‘llf}}htiﬂt;
[t would thus appear, said Herr Singer 1 conclusion, that the poilee
were not such mmocent angels as they were represented to L.

o i i
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WHY | AM A COMMUNIST.
By WILLIAM MORRIS.

Objection has been made to the use of the word
«Communism’’ to express tully-developed Socialisin, on
the oround that 1t has been used for the Community-
Building, which played so great a part i some of the
phises of Utopran Socrahisim, and 1s still heard of from
time to time nowadays.  Of Communism i this sense
[ am not writing now ; 1t may merely be said m passing
that suchexperiments are of their nature NON-PrOZressIVe ;
at their best they are but another form of the Medniveval
monastery, withdrawals from the Society of the dav,
really 1mplying hopelessness of a general change; which
18 m{l\f attamable by the devolnpm(*nt Ot H()('it‘t}' as 1t
is : by the development of the consequences of its faults
and anomalies, as well as of what germ of real Society
it contains.

This point of mustaken nomenclature bemg cleared
off. 1t remains to ask what real Communism 15, and the
answer 1s simple : 1t 18 a state ot Society the essence of
which 18 Practical Fquality of condition.  Practical,
0., equality as modified by the desires, and capacity
for enjoyment of 1ts varrous members.  This 1s 1ts eco-
nomical basis; its ethical basis 1s the JLabitual and tull
recoonition of man as a social being, so that 1t brimgs
about the habit of makimg no distinction between the
common welfare and the welfare of the mdividual.

I am a Communist, therefore, because— 1st, 1t secms
to me that mankind 1s not thinkable outside of Society
and 2ndly, because there 1s no other basis; economical
and ethical, save that above stated, on which a true
Society can be formed; any other basis makes waste
and unnecessary suffering an  essential part of the

system. In o short 1 can see no other system under

which men can lhive together except these two, Slavery
and liquahity.

the lineage of the original conquering tribe, conferred the
privilece of using the labour of those not so recognized ;
and Chattel Slavery was the method of using them
labour in Ancient, and Serfom in Mediaeval times.  In
our own days the method of exercising privilege has
changed from the use of the arbitrary accident of hirth,

to the acquirement (by any means not recognized as
ilecal) of an indetermimate amount of wealth whiceh
enables 1ts possessor to belong to the useless elass.

[t would not be very profitable to discuss which of
these three systems of inequality, to wit, Chattel Slavery,
Serfdom, or Wave-Ilarning, 15 per se the better or the
worse ; 1t 15 enough to say that smee the present one
has come down to us in due course of development
from the others; 1t gives us a hope of progress which
could not have belonged to them.  And i fact a new
theory of Soctety can now be put forward, not as a mere
abstraction, but as a root change mm Social conditions
which 1s 1 actual course of realization.

This theory i1s Communism; which sayvs: In a true
Society the capacities of all men can be used for their
mutual well being; the due unwasteful use of those
apacities produces wealth i the proper sense of tho
word and cannot fail to produce 1t ; this wealth produced
by the Community can only be fully used by the
Community ; for if some get more than they need, that
portion which cannot be used must of necessity be
wasted, and the whole Community 1s 1mmpoverished
thereby ; and again further mmpoverished by the necessity
for the producers having to work harder than they
otherwise need ; which i 1ts turn brines about grievous
and burdensome mequahity ; for all men feel unnecessary
work to be slavish work. Agam, though men’s desires
for wealth vary, yet certamm needs all men have, and
since we  have seen that 1t 15 the Community which
produces wealth m a true Seetety, to force on any c¢lass
lack of these needs 1s to practically thrust them out of

The first of these two says, some standard of worth
having been determined (of course not as a result of
the immediate agreement of men living under such and
such a system, but of the long development of many
centuries) those who have attained to that standard
are the masters of those who have not so attained, and
ive as well as surrounding circumstances, together
with a quasi-equitable arrangement amongst the worthy,
will allow them, by wsing those who have not come

the Community and constitute them a elass of mferi-
ority ; and smce we know that they can all work usefully,
on what grounds can we do this?  Certamnly on no
grounds that they as men can really agree to. We must
force them mto subnission, or cajole them mto 1it. And
when force and fraud are used to keep any men i en
artificial mequality there 1s an end of true Society.
Commumsm, therefore, can see no reason for mequal-
ity of condition : to each one according to his needs, from
cach one accordimg to his capacities, must always be its

up to the standard above mentioned : i the dealimgs
between the worthy with the non-worthy there 1s no
attept at any equitable arrangement (I was gomg to
say no precence, but at the present day that would not
be quite true); the worthy use their advantage to the
utmost, and 1t 1s a recognized assumption that the non-
worthy are m a state of permanent inferiority, and
their well-dommg or 1ll-doing must be looked at from
quite a different point of view from that of the worthy.
For mstance at the present day, the meome which
would mmply rnin and disgrace to a member ot the
worthy class, would mean success and prosperity to a
working man. 1t must be added that the standard of
superiority 1s always an arbitrary one, and does not
necessarily mean any real superiority on the side of the
Worthy; and that especially in our own days, when the
Wiworthy or disimherited elass 1s the one class wlhieh
bas any real function, 1s, in fact, the useful class; the
Limctions of the worthy amongst us being  directed
solely towards their own class; they being otherwise
burden on the whole public.

Now this theory of society has been that held for the
most part from early historical periods till our own days,
though from time to time there have been protests raised
aciunst 1t The standard of worthiness has varied, but
the casential assertion of the necessity for mequility
has wlways been there.  Inits two earlier phases, birth
Wi 1ace, 1e., the belonging, really or theoreticaliy, to

motto.  And 1t 1t be challenged to answer the question,
what are the needs of such and such a man, how are
they to be estimated?  The answer s that the habitual
recard towards Socrety as the real vwt, wall make 1t
Hnpossible for any man to think of elannmmg more than
his gemune needs. 1 osay that it will not come mto Ins
mind that 1t 18 possible for him to advance himself by
injuring someone else.  While, ov the other hand, 1t
will be well understood that unless vou satisfy a man’s
needs, you cannot make the bhest of his capacities. W
are sometimes asked by people who Jdo not understand
cither the present state of society or what Communism
artns at, as to how we shall get people to be doctors,
learned scientists, ete, m the new condition of thimes,

The answer 1s elear; by aftordimge opportunities to
those who have the capacity tor doctonng ete.; the
NEeCESSAry cost of such t}]l}rtrl‘fllllilit'H e horne ll}'
the Conmnmunity ; aud as the position of a doctor who
has mistaken his vocation would elearly be an aneoms-
fortable one m a socrety where people knew their real
wants, and as he could earn hns hvelibood by engveme
llilllh‘i*“‘ t o) {1{) W]Hif lli‘ ('frH/r/ 1](}, ]14- \.\HH]:I IH* 1[1*|I\'t*li'¢l
from the now very serious temptation of pretendimg to
bhe a doctor when he 1s not one.

1 ]Ili;._{}lt. £70) t.}‘i]‘ul];._{}l d l(lll;_{ series of (J}*Iit'{“tli}l]fﬁ' whieh
i;,_fll()l‘ullt persolls make to the Hlll}' reasonable torm ot
Society, but that s scareely my business here T will
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with every problem with whiceh Capitalist Society has
perlorce to Jeal. but with free hionds and HH_*]‘(*ful‘u wit
miinitely better chance of suceess. | believe that o
Communal  Socicty would bring about a cordition of
thines m which we should be really wealthy, because we
should have all we prodaced, and should know what we
wianted to produce (that we should have so l.ll.ll(-'ll lorsre
from the production of what are {-nlh__*(l “lltlll(lt'h“,” “l':L(
Ay cronp of people would have dersure to - satisty its
cravines tor what are usually looked on as superthuties,
such as works of art, research mto facts, hterature, the
unspoiled beauty of nature ;. matters that to my mind
are utilities also, being the thimes that make hte worth
living and which at present wobody can have m thenr
fulness.

| bLelieve in the final reahization ot thns state
thines, and now [ come to the method by which they
are to be reached.  And here 1 feel 1 shall be dealing
matter about which there may be and must be divers
opinions even amongst those who are conscrously tryimg
to bring about Communal conditions.

In the first place Tdo not (who does really) believe m
Catastrophical Communism.  ‘That we shall go to sleep
on Saturday moa Capitabistic Society  and - wake  on
Monday mto a Commumstic Society s clearly  an
impussiihility. Avam 1 do not behieve that our end will
be gained by open war; for the executive will be too strong
for even an attempt at such a thing to be made until
the change has gone so far, that 1t will be too weak to
dare to attack the people by means of direct physical
violence.

W hat we have to do first 1s to make Sociahists, That
we shall always have to do until the change 15 come.
Some thme ago we seemed to have nothmge else to do
than that, and could only do 1t by preachmg; but the
times are changed ; the movement towards a communal
hife has spread wondertully withim the last three or four
vears : the mstimetive teelimg towards Socialism has at
last touched the working classes, and they are moving
toward the great change ; how quickly 1t 15 not easyv ftor
us, who are i the midst of the movement, to determine ;
but this imstinet 1s not leading them to demand the 7l
change direetly ;5 rather they are attackimg  those
positions which must be won, betore we come tace to

fuce with the last citadel of Capitalisim, the privileg: of

rent, mtervest, and profit.  DBroadly speakimg they scee
that 1t 1s possible to wrest from thenr masters an
nproved e, better Livelithood, more lersure, treatiment
i short as citizens, not as machmes. | say trom then
nuasters @ for there 1s nowhere else whence it can come.
Now toshow sympathy with this side of the movenent,

and to further those who are workimmge for at, s a
necessity, b we are to make Sochists nowadavs.,  For

acgaim [ say 1itoas the form i whieh the workers arve
takime o Soctahisim s the movement s genume and
spontancous atmonest them d - how 1mportant that
ber hhow a few years aco

(1)

Ly l.lltmt‘ hllll\\ lll“r-%l \‘x'lln e liie i
the movement was contr
tion and of superior mtelhicence most of whom belonoes
by to  the nnddle Norther
we fear that when the workme clisses tiive cianed the
et rored they  will stop there
"o the resalts of the

el 1o o foew PETSOIS, of eduen-
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They witl not and they cannot.

strugele will 1toree on them the responsibihtieos of
nranaeinye then owne atbirs, and mastershap will wane

betore Cormmnad nn L e dhnost before }H‘H]llt‘ e
T:llltl.
ast to the period of whiat 18 now

aware of the chanee ot
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offered himes and this period of
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\‘.r]t;}ll’“t' ;“l‘y \71()](‘]]1; ('_,]];[]]‘j_]]'t‘_ \ir “l“it i“(l(‘{‘li 11 \\llll

p y : l

not be absolutely coual meocondition : the ola habit

rewardime  excellence  or special rare (lll:tlitim wit{;f
extracmwoney payviment will o on for o while, o .
men will possess more wealth than others | h;lt. as on the
one hand they will have to work m order g '

that wealth, and as on the other the excoss of

l(l Hi}lll“

]H )N Sy
1L wl]

procure them '}}llt mn:_LH advantaoe g SOC1ety tend i
towards equality, as m fact they beom to umlp,-spuﬁ

that m o Commmunity where none are poor, extra weglth
heyond tillu real needs of a0 man cannot be wsed . wos
shall llw;_:‘m Lo Ccease estimating worth by any standard of
material reward, and the position of complete equality
as to o condition  will be aceepted  without question
| do not say that gifted persons will not tryv to CXee]
but themr excellence will be displayed not at the
cxpense of their nerghbours but for their benetit

By that time also we shall have Tearned the tyge
secret of happiess, to wit, that it s broueht about by the
pleasurable exercise of  our encereies: and sincee “}"I””"
tunity will be given for evervone to do the work he i
fitted for under pleasant and unburdensome conditions,
there will be no drudgery to escape from, and cons
sequently no competition to thrust ones neichbour out
of his place m oorder to attan to at.
| As to _wlm.t.m;ty he <':1ll<~<! t.lw. husitess I(-_nmlu('t of
Comununistn, it has been siad often, and riehtly as 1
think, that 1t will concern it=clf with the administration
of things rather than the covernment of men.  But this
admmistration must take form, and that form must of
necessity be democratie and federative s that 1s to say
there will be certam units of  adminstration, ward,
parish, commune, whatever they may be called, and
these units all federated within certam eiveles, always
cnlargmge.  And mooeach such body, if differences of
opinion arise, as they would be sure to do, there would
he surely nothimg for it but that they should be settled
by the will of the nugority.  But it must be remembered
that whereas o oour present state of society), m every
asscmbly there are struggeles between opposing interests
for the mastery, m the assembhies of a Communal
Socrety there would be no opposition of interests, but
only divergencies of opmion, as to the best way of domg
what all were agreed to do. So that the minonty
would give wav without any feeling of mjury.  Itis a
matter of course that simce everybody would share to
the full i the wealth and cood hife won by the whole
commmunity, so everybody would share m the respons
bility of carrying on the busimess of the cotunity .
but this business of  admimstration they  would  as
sensible people reduce as much as possible, that they
micht be the freer to use their hives i the pleasure of
Lving, and ereatme, and knowme, and resting.

This is a brief sketeh of what T am looking forward
to) A Commumst - to s ap, 1itoas ['reedom from
aititicial disambities: the development of each mans
(':l}};li'il.it‘ﬁ tor the henehit of eanch and ;l“. A olition 0l
wWiste by takimg care that one man does not get 1oTy
than  he and another thian needs

(LS

(i less Free
cotnscquent conditton of ceneral well-beme i fillllt"?*«?‘
of ite, nerther tdle and Vae it . nor oNer bhurdened W”}f
(ol

Al this | behieve we can and shall reach {“l't‘i't‘l}r- 1}'}

Lhagd s,

msistine on the clann for the commumzation ottt
means of production ;s and that el will De rde Dy

the workers when they are fully convineod of 1t eee
“'“111_\'; | behieve further that lllt*_‘x e th'l‘H'x\'lHl-_jl' i'rnH\l]ll"i"
of it and will one day ke thenr el cood  byousine
l}lt‘ LI1EiLl) S \\]lii‘}} ”H" “H'HH.‘[)II‘1U (]t"HJH!'l‘:H‘_\ l*Y‘ IIH‘J:{.}
;Hlfh‘. ‘d'i”lﬂi l]lt*il‘ I‘t';it*,i. rHl.‘t? h l}lt*‘\,' \\H] £ 1:14 tolll
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lasses, and Wl e thom o cdectine the chanee o Btire and of soaal tondeneres on which they are hased
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the basis of © cioovowhnen would get rid of the Lot of 0 "0t merely whether they ave the move opportune. It
l

s the oid, old question, whether the mrower or waider
) ; Lji[‘“*iilﬂll'}' Lo the wivest jilllilt' ter conduct.
f W oo do not denyv that probably o the democeratic move-
: e nt has now i,L‘\I"llllm'l sufticrent PYOING L 1U£HIH}lit‘tt‘ It“ﬂ*“’

I)(i)iutmi 1t cut to o usctand ot seems to me that we qre i t“\'t‘Hf‘% 1 sonie countries. \We donot deny that the
(l(;(:li:t'tl LI Rt & bW are i carnest 1 wishizne o soe AU o 2 forces now l'\llT S SOCTC L‘\ will };1“] it ]\
Communist o ieshzoeds Ioame opposed to Anrehing | et ” chanee fron, !IH'I‘ Ll st to Dochnast,

then (ainer =i il Tgigen 5) because 1t torbrds the use

of the onl. ole ethods tor bringme aliout th
[ﬂrt'ztt ‘ll'ih | oot BRELV T 111("(1111’111[.}’, a1 p(w”u; {
cquality u oLl weanrih, o o muceh for ils tacties

SRORIION ]‘H‘M:ﬁ at least, throneh attempts to modity the
v wWaecasvstenmr o and  devise anethods of covernmental
, Ladnistr liiww of Dond o capnrtad, and covernuamental
dnection of mdustey and aortealture. But in o eves
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Anuarchisi (;an 't Los beer expomded to me) as
}wssihle Colc, .o ¢l Docly, tor 1L scen's to me n

1 eSSeNnce Lo booa e 'qftaltil‘ O: SUCI1L ey I rather look

CLoenergies to brmgiye these chamees about. Nor does 1t
v Lalter the case at all, if 1t be demenstrated that either
denmoeratic governmental adimmuostration, or moditica-

uponL 1L as ¢ luood encendenod by the \.\mnf' and foliies | tions ot the wage-system anay, to some small extent

of our felse society eof meguaaty, and which  wil
disuppear - o0 theme X Kiod of adealized desypor
surcly no o cdied by the state of the socio-pohiiica

wovenier  of today owtineh 19 most certainly settinag

| 1 benefit the workers, and <o help to pave the way for
Cpmere feoreaching changess Foven ot these reforms
| | could secuve each hog o bor share ot orub, which we

o L ooravely doubt, still owe  shonld not be contented  to
- . . . ¢ ) ' - !
bW a1 iln Cialisln 1L Ity narrower SELISEe, dll v conse-

spend our energies o strvinge for them as an end and

quentlv towads Socialism in its wider sense: which s | am, LThe only aon we can heartily and enercetically

whet 1 have been speaning of as Coramuinsin,
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. SHAW’S SQOCIAL-DEMOCRACY.
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